Anton was greatly affected by the death ofhis brother, Nikolai, who was a talented painter, but * dipsomaniac. His death created a void in a closely-knit. family. In a letter at the time, Anton described his state of mind: 'Poor Nikolai is dead. - Another common feature of endogenous depression is a tendency to remissions and relapses. A study of Chekhov's letters over the years reveals a pattern of unexplained episodes of 'boredom' associated with loss of creative' ideas. These symptoms signify recurrent equivalents of depression. Relevant quotations from these letters read: 'All in all my life bores me; 'I am terribly bored,-do you understand?' 'Life is pretty boring and uninteresting>.
Chekhov died at the early age of44 in Badenweiler, Germany, while receiving treatment for pulmonary tuberculosis contracted during the latter part of his life.
